A CYNIC'S APOLOGY

Georges to mount and ride forth in search of a
dragon; for though in real life the dragon breed is
probably extinct since the days of the pterodactyle,
it will be some time before we shall want game-laws
to protect dragons of the metaphorical kind, or be
able to dispense with the services of any St. George
that may enlist. Yet, after all, there is another side
of things which we may sometimes remember when
we are beyond the charmed circle of pulpit eloquence,
A clergyman does well to insist chiefly upon the
necessity of self-denial; but it does not follow that we
should never have a taste of cakes and ale, As, in-
deed, we are ready enough for the most part to take
our meals regularly without special encouragement,
our teachers do not insist upon the necessity of our
eating and drinking and indulging in an occasional
festivity. They trust to the unaided propensities of
our nature to secure the proper discharge of those
functions, and are content to throw their whole
weight upon the side of restraining our excesses.
For a similar reason, I presume, we are never told
that we ought sometimes to laugh at our neighbours,
to throw cold water upon their zeal, and to pick
holes in their favourite little projects for the reform
of humanity. It is imagined that that duty may be
safely left to the unprompted malevolence of our
nature, of which it is presumed that there will be a
sufficient crop after every diligence has been used in
pruning it down. Now here, I venture to suggest,
there is an omission in the common run of exhorta-
tion. There is, as I shall try to prove, a certain
useful piece of work to be done, and if we are con-
tent simply to denounce those who do it, it will, of
course, be done in a bad spirit and from malevolent